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Mississippi: We  Are 
Freedom Summer
“WHEN YOU ARE IN MISSISSIPPI, 
THE REST OF AMERICA 
DOESN’T SEEM REAL; AND WHEN 
YOU ARE IN THE REST OF AMERICA, 
MISSISSIPPI DOESN’T SEEM REAL.”
- Dr. Robert “Bob” Moses
Project Director 1961-1965, 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee

In the summer of 1964, Dr. Moses organized more than 1,000 student 
volunteers from across the country to assist state and local NAACP 
leaders and others in putting an end to the system of rigid segregation 
in Mississippi.  Working under the umbrella of the Council of Federated 
Organizations (COFO), those volunteers and civil rights organizations birthed
some of the state’s most prominent work in gaining and securing voting
rights, quality public education, opportunity for work and fair pay, and
healthcare, in what would later be called the Mississippi Summer Project.

Their efforts made profound changes throughout the state and the 
country, yet there is much work to be done.

June 2014 marks the 50th anniversary of Freedom Summer.  The Veterans
of the Mississippi Civil Rights Movement, Mississippi State Conference
NAACP, One Voice, and Tougaloo College will convene the Mississippi 
Freedom Summer 50th Anniversary Conference (Freedom 50) in 
Jackson, MS to highlight the legacy of Freedom Summer, recognize the 
accomplishments of those who made changes to politically segregated 
Mississippi, and develop strategies to continue to improve the lives of 
Mississippians and all Americans.  We look forward to you joining us during
June 25-29, 2014.

Media Spokespersons:
MR. HOLLIS WATKINS, NATIONAL CHAIR
President & Co-Founder of Southern Echo and Chairman of the Veterans

of the Mississippi Civil Rights Movement, Inc.

“Overcoming fear does not mean you do not fear 
anything.  Overcoming fear is when you reach a point
when you are not afraid to say what needs to be said,
to whom it needs to be said, when it needs to be
said.”

ATTORNEY DERRICK JOHNSON, NATIONAL CO-CHAIR
Mississippi State Conference NAACP President and

Executive Director of One Voice, Inc.

"We want to have a direct impact on policy and also
pursue the political goal of increasing the number of
African Americans who are registered to vote and
engaged in the voting process."

MR. DAVE DENNIS, HONORARY CO-CHAIR
Project Founder/Director of the Southern Initiative of the Algebra Project

“The fact is that regardless of color, putting the right
people in office will protect our children.  We don’t
have to wait for the federal government to make 
every decision.  We can help ourselves and make a
difference by voting at the local level.”

DR. BEVERLY HOGAN, HONORARY CO-CHAIR
President of Tougaloo College

“Freedom Summer is a call to action to use the 
lessons from the past to inform new blueprints for 
the future – a future of which we must become the 
architects.”

MR. ALBERT SYKES, PLANNING COMMITTEE MEMBER 
& YOUTH CONGRESS ORGANIZER
Director of Advocacy and Policy for the Young People’s Project

“One big piece of the work that we’re working on is
quality education as a constitutional right.  That’s a 
big goal nationally … for America to guarantee each
and every student of this country a quality education
that’s protected by the most sacred document in this
country, which is the [U.S.] Constitution.”

MS. AMBER THOMAS, PLANNING COMMITTEE MEMBER 
& YOUTH CONGRESS ORGANIZER
Field Director/Campaign Coordinator for Better Schools Better Jobs, Inc.

“Education is an elixir for some of the ills in our state.
When I say that, I mean that education is our ultimate
treasure.  When we gain knowledge, we become 
powerful.  So unlocking our power as a community
starts with education – free and fully funded 
education for all Mississippi children.”

For an extensive look at the biographies of the Featured Spokespersons
and other dignitaries, speakers, and committee members, please visit
www.freedom50.org. 
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A reflection on the significance of Freedom Summer; 
workshops featuring discussions, examples of best 
practices and strategy sessions around the issues of:

• Education • Climate Justice
• Voting Rights • Criminal Justice
• Workers’ Rights • LGBTQ Rights
• Healthcare

Cultural Activities include:
• The Legacy and Recognition Banquet
• Meet the Authors and Filmmakers
• Blues, Jazz, and StepShow
• Film Festivals
• Oral Histories
• Receptions
• Exhibits 

Thank you so much for your interest in Freedom 50.  
In order to obtain Media Credentials and access the events
and sessions that are a part of Freedom 50, you must 
complete a Credential Application.  You may access the
Terms and Conditions as well as the Credential 
Application, by visiting freedom50.org/media. Requests

must be completed no later than Thursday, June 5, 2014.  
Completion of the Credential Application does not 
guarantee approval.

If you have any media inquiries related to Freedom 50,
please send an email to media@freedom50.org. 

AGENDA:
Freedom 50 provides an opportunity
for us to dust ourselves off, refresh our
movement and get back to work. 
We hope that you can join us as we
gather for this momentous occasion

and prepare for the future.

For a full view of the agenda during 
June 25-29, 2014, please log on to

freedom50.org/agenda. 

REGISTRATION:
Registration to Freedom 50

and all associated events is required.  

To view and purchase tickets online as
an individual or as a group, please visit

freedom50.org/registration.  

You can also download the 
registration form there.

SPONSORSHIP:

SOCIALMEDIA:
Tap into the updates, happenings,

events, and more by following us! We
encourage you to retweet, reposts,
like, and share with your friends.

Facebook: @Mississippi Freedom    
Summer 50th 

Twitter: @Freedom50MS
Instagram: @Freedom50MS
YouTube: Freedom50MS
HASHTAG: #Freedom50

FREEDOM50 WILLINCLUDE:

Media Inquiries & Credentials

Freedom  50 thanks the following 
sponsors and co-sponsors for their 
contributions and support.

Freedom 50 welcomes businesses and
organizations wishing to express their
support through corporate sponsorship.  

For more information and to download
the Sponsorship Opportunities Booklet,
visit freedom50.org/sponsorships. 

Action Communication Education 
and Reform (ACER)

Children's Defense Fund
Civil Rights & Restorative Justice Project 
at Northeastern University

Jackson Convention & Visitors Bureau

Jackson Convention Complex
Medgar & Myrlie Evers Institute
Magnolia Bar Association
MS Center for Justice
Southern Initiative Algebra Project
Southern Echo, Inc.

Fannie Lou Hamer Institute @ COFO
The Algebra Project
Goldring/Woldenberg Institute 
of Southern Jewish Life

Drug Policy Alliance
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P. O. Box 20770
Jackson, MS  39289

Phone: (601) 977-7914
Fax: (601) 977-6148
info@freedom50.org
www.freedom50.org

This “Freedom Summer 50th Youth Congress”
will be the largest convening of youth activists
in Mississippi since the original Freedom 
Summer in 1964.  Participants at the Youth 
Congress will be trained on community and
youth organizing, and how to build successful
and progressive political campaigns and 
platforms.  There will be immediate work for
youth to engage in Mississippi and beyond.

During the Youth Congress there will also 
be talent shows with the youth, a massive 
block party at the historical Smith Robertson 
Museum, music shows and opportunities for
the youth to visit historical locations around
Mississippi such as the COFO Education Center
at JSU, areas in the Delta and Medgar Evers’
home.

FREEDOMSUMMER50THYOUTHCONGRESS


